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1.    Should I start an agitation in the press over the matter?

2.    Supposing a soldier behaves indecently towards a   help-
less female evacuee, are we to put up with it silently, or  should
the soldier be forcibly dealt with?

It would help us very greatly, if you kindly -issued a state-
ment in Harijan in this connection. I am prepared to accept all
responsibility regarding the truthfulness of the above incident."

I have suppressed many letters giving me authentic
details about the misbehaviour of soldiers. I have published
them when it would have been wrong, if not cowardly, to
suppress them. The letter in question demands, in my opi-
nion, the widest publicity, not merely for the safety of the
public but also for the sake of the soldiers and the Govern-
ment. The Marwari Relief Society is a big philanthropic
institution of twenty-five years' standing having"an all-India
reputation. It has funds and seasoned workers. Its prestige
should have, been enough security for the good behaviour
of the soldiers in the presence of its workers. The soldier
must have run amuck or been under the influence of drink
to have behaved as he is reported to have done. I trust
that the Marwari Relief Society will not leave the matter
till it is thoroughly thrashed out; and I trust too that the
authorities will not wish to hush up the matter but will
make ample amends, if the case is proved as reported by
my correspondent.

So much for the case itself. The correspondent desires
my guidance about similar cases in future. The action of
Himsa or Ahimsa would have been identical. The volunteers
should have, if they could, bodily prevented the, soldier
from touching the child or snatched the child from him,
even if the soldier had been hurt in the act of preventing
or snatching.- The proceedings after the delivery of the child
or the failure of the attempt would vary according as the
deliverers were actuated violently or non-violently. Non-
violent behaviour would dictate generous and gentle beha-
viour towards the culprit. But generosity and gentleness
would have to be thoughtful and re&soned. It is difficult
to lay down in advance the rule of conduct applicable in
ail cases, I can say this -much that a truly generous act